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IVS Meeting Agenda 
July 10, 2007 

  
 

Welcome, IceBreaker  &  2007 Goals: 
 
Steve Hurtt, President of the Italian Village Society, welcomed all members and visitors.  
Everyone introduced themselves and noted their connection to Italian Village. 
 

• Increasing Membership     
• Neighborhood Awards 
• Fun, Community Events 
• Archive Organization 
• Traffic calming 
• Amicis expansion 
• Code of Regulations coordination 
   

May Minutes Review:  

The May meeting minutes were reviewed and approved by members present.  June meeting had 
14 new memberships and 10 renewals.  We raised $560 after expenses.  If you have not sent in 
your dues, please send them as soon as possible.  Please click: 
http://www.italianvillage.org/membership.html for more information. 
 
TreasurerÕs Report: 

The Italian Village Park Savings Account Opening Balance was $9279.66, with interest of $5.34, 
which left a closing balance of $9285. 

The Italian Village Society Checking Account Opening Balance was $4309.78, with income for 
the period of $0, minus expenses of $0, which left a closing balance of $4309.78. 

IV Commission Update: 

Josh Wood: 
a. UDF - There are rumors that gas pumps have been approved.  These rumors are 

incorrect, as no request for gas pumps has been presented to the Italian Village 
Commission.  

b. Rojo Restaurant has presented a new front patio design to the Commission. 
c. The owner of the improper parking lot at Kerr and Russell has requested that the 

Commission consider the lot as a temporary valet parking lot for 1 year.  Historically, 
another temporary parking lot was approved for years and eventually was 
grandfathered in as a permanent parking lot (Pearl & Lincoln).  Currently, valet 
parkers seem to be parking on top of new trees, shrubs, etc., which is also a concern.  
The Society approved 2 motions: the first motion was a letter to the preservation 
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office to note the longstanding policy against commercial development of parking 
lots East of Pearl.  The second motion was a letter to Mary Ellen O’Shaughnessy to 
express our interest in current valet legislation.   Also noting that the Society is open 
to valet parking, would like clarification of current valet legislation, and include the 
letter 1 to explain the historical policy against parking lots East of Pearl in Italian 
Village. 

d. There is a plan before the Italian Commission on the Montessori School, which 
includes a proposal for expansion in 2 locations – westward toward High Street and 
north toward 2nd and Summit.  The addition planned will be 8900 sq ft and will 
provide more street presence for the school.   

 
Candidate for City Council 
Heidi Samuel, candidate for Columbus City Council spoke to the Society: 
Heidi became interested in local politics when her basement flooded 5 years ago and since has 
re-organized the local civic association.  Heidi believes that we need to be more proactive, 
particularly in aging neighborhoods.  Heidi wants to run for Columbus City Council to help 
protect and improve Columbus neighborhoods, and encourage the city to be more responsive to 
citizens’ needs. For more information, please click: www.HeidiSamuel.com. 
  
Report on eÐNewsletter : 

No report. 
 
Report on IV Park progress and Amicis: 

Silvia Totsky wrote a grant for bike racks and the Italian Village Park received a $500 grant from 
the Short North Neighborhood Foundation (SNNF).  Unsung Hero, Diane Lessner, received a 
$1500 grant from the SNBA and is putting it toward the Italian Park.  If there is anyone 
interested in public relations or fundraising for the park, please contact Diane.   
 
Demolition has begun on the park and the park will be closed for 3 months.  The Amicis will 
maintain the park after the completion of the re-development.  During this first phase of the 
project, the city is removing the entrance pieces, gazebo, and paving.  The city will be installing 
the great lawn, planters, and tables.  Irrigation should be installed in the park during this phase of 
construction, as well.  A fence around the demolition was installed. 
 
A discussion ensued on three existing honey locust trees as they were scheduled for removal 
during this phase to install the great lawn.   Steve Hurtt asked the Society: “Are we sure that we 
want to get rid of the honey locust trees?”  A local man requested that the Society consider 
keeping these few remaining trees, as they provide shade for his children in the park and as they 
are vital greenery in the urban city.  A member of the Society noted that the Society may want to 
consider removing the three trees in a later phase.  Also noted in the discussion was that the city 
promised to remove any of the three trees that may die due to the demolition project.  It was also 
noted that the planning process of the renovation of the park has been an ongoing process with 
much communication with the neighborhood and many opportunities for input over the past few 
years.  The new park plan is on the IV website for additional information. 
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Archive Organization: 
Angela D’Agostino is the Society’s new intern.  Angela is a Senior at OSU and is majoring in 
International Studies Major and Italian Minor.  If you have any boxes of information on Italian 
Village, please give them to Angela at the next Society meeting or to Steve Hurtt.  Angela will 
be archiving by year and will bring some duplicate information at future meetings to be given to 
interested members of the Society. 

 
Announcements: 

• July 16th - Weed and Feed the Martha Walker Garden Space on Mt Pleasant between 3rd 
and 4th Avenues. 

• August 20th - Weed and Feed the Martha Walker Garden Space on Mt Pleasant between 
3rd and 4th Avenues. 

• August 11th – Urban Gardner – Garden Party – 7:30 – 9:30 pm.  Just meet and greet and 
learn more about the Martha Walker Garden Party.   

• Mid-town Realtors –Sandy Woolard made a presentation about the Mid-Town Realtors 
Group.  We are 130 realtors in a co-op. 

• Victorian Village Tour of Homes-September 16th is the Victorian Village Homes Tour 
– 3 are in Italian Village.  Preview cocktail party on Saturday, the 15th.  There will be 10 
Dinners.  If you are interested in hosting an event, please let us know.  The Mid-town 
Realtors signed up for their membership at the meeting.   

• Neighbors on Mt. Pleasant: there seems to be some issues on this block with small 
children playing in the street, drug dealing, and safety issues.  Police are often called and 
the block watch is no longer active.  Some of the members present suggested that the 
neighbors continue to work with Officer Smith and suggested contacting Steve Dunbar, 
our representative from the Columbus City Attorney’s Office.  Steve’s contact 
information: sdunbar@columbuspolice.org, or by telephone at: 614-645-4530.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MONTH IVS Meeting is August 14, 2007 
 


