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IVS Meeting Agenda 
August 14, 2007 

  
 

Welcome, IceBreaker & 2007 Goals: 
 
Steve Hurtt, President of the Italian Village Society, welcomed all members and visitors.  
Everyone introduced themselves and noted their connection to Italian Village. 
 

¥ Increasing Membership     
¥ Neighborhood Awards 
¥ Fun, Community Events 
¥ Archive Organization 
¥ Traffic calming 
¥ Amicis expansion 
   

July Minutes Review:  

The July meeting minutes were reviewed and approved by members present.  If you have not 
sent in your dues, please send them as soon as possible.  Please click: 
http://www.italianvillage.org/membership.html for more information. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

The Italian Village Park Savings Account Opening Balance was $9,290, with interest of $5.52, 
which left a closing balance of $9,295.52. 

The Italian Village Society Checking Account Opening Balance was $4,369.78, with income for 
the period of $820, minus expenses of $130.68, which left a closing balance of $5,059.10. 

IV Commission Update: 

Josh Wood:  For new members, the Italian Village Commission oversees any alterations on 
current buildings and the development of new buildings to ensure that the architecture of the 
community is maintained.  Update on projects being reviewed by the Commission:  
 

¥ ROJO Patio Ð ROJO Restaurant has proposed another option and is currently improving 
its previous option discussed at last monthÕs meeting. 

¥ Little Bros Ð Little Bros is leaving and the new owners want to install a patio for a new 
restaurant.  The patio would be located on the south side of the building. 

¥ Pistacio Ð The bakery is leaving the Village.  There are new plans for a restaurant to be 
built at that site. 

¥ UDF Ð We still have not heard from UDF on the rumor of potential gas pumps on High 
Street, as reported in last monthÕs notes. 
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Officer Smith, Liaison from the Columbus Police Department: 
 
Officer Smith noted that if you are having an emergency, please contact 645-4545 or 911 for 
emergencies and other current issues, like fights in the street and/or noise concerns.  If you are 
having general trends/issues in the neighborhood, you may also contact him at (614) 645-1401 or 
scsmith@columbuspolice.org. 
 
New members requested further information on various types of concerns in the neighborhood. 
Officer Smith noted that you can always contact him if you are unsure who to call for assistance 
in local government.  The Society discussed Italian Village liaisons including:  

¥ Steve Dunbar from the City AttorneyÕs Office, who will be attending the September IVS 
meeting.  Steve works on general trends, particularly trends in crime, loud noise, etc. 

¥ Steve Soble: 645-8621 or slsoble@columbus.gov, who works for the City Government. 
¥ Mary Karen Webster, Deputy Director of Public Service, assists with homeless issues for 

the City.  Officer Smith suggested checking out the City of Columbus Social Services 
website, as well. 

 
John Angelo, SNBA  
 
John Angelo from the Short North Business Association attended the Italian Village Society 
meeting to hand deliver the Unsung Hero Award to the Italian Village Society member, Diana 
Lessner.  The Unsung Hero Awards were celebrated at the June Gala in the Short North.  
Nominated candidates stood out in art, community, and diversity issues in the Area.  At the 
meeting, DianaÕs picture was taken with John Angelo for the SNBA website.  
 
John also announced that there will be a parade (Goodale to High Street) during the September 
Gallery Hop to see the arches come to life.  For more information, please click:  
www.Shortnorth.org  
 
Report on e–Newsletter: 

 
Emily Kuhn briefly discussed the e-Newsletter.   Steve Hurtt noted that Jeff Kennedy recently 
made the e-Newsletter more user-friendly, which is greatly appreciated.  In the next week, Emily 
plans to email Jeff Kennedy (webmaster), Larry Totzke (editor), and Mike Jentes (interested 
party) to meet and discuss the long-term development of our current webpage.  We hope to have 
more information, including goals for our project, at the next meeting.   
 
Report on IV Park progress and Amicis: 

 
Diana Lessner noted that the Park is under demolition.  She talked about the future of the park 
noting that in 10 years, the community will be very glad to have this well-developed park.  ÒIt 
will be spectacular.Ó  She also noted that she is honored to receive the Unsung Hero Award at 
tonightÕs meeting.  She officially presented Award to Steve Hurtt.  If you would like more 
information on the park plan, please visit the Italian Village Society website. 
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Steve Hurtt noted that Kathy Spatz, Columbus City Park & Recreation, is managing the park 
project.  They have been communicating about an opportunity to fund an irrigation system 
during this current phase.  This phase of development should be completed by the end of 
September.  A member suggested that upon completion the new grass should be fenced off for 
many weeks to allow the grass (and other plants) time to stabilize. 
 
Archive Organization: 
 
Angela DÕAgostino is the SocietyÕs archive intern from OSU.  Angela has been archiving the 
files received to date.  The oldest files are from the late 1960s/early 1970s.  Each meeting, she 
will have duplicate materials available for members interested in having their own piece of 
Italian Village history.  She and Emily met this past week to strategically plan the archiving 
process and present the first book within 4-6 weeks.   

 
Announcements: 
 

¥ 2007 Victorian Village Tour of Homes and Gardens: Twelve beautiful homes will be 
open on September 16 from 10 am to 6 pm for the 33rd Annual Victorian Village Tour of 
Homes and Gardens.  It is always an enjoyable experience for Victorian Village residents 
to showcase our century-old neighborhood.  Tickets may be purchased in advance for the 
discounted price of $15.00 on line (no service charge) Tickets can also be purchased at the Urban 
Gardner, 940 North High Street or SpinelliÕs Deli, 767 Neil Avenue beginning the week of 
September 1. Advanced purchase price at these two locations is also $15.00. Tickets can be 
purchased for $20.00 the day of the tour in front of SpinelliÕs Deli.  

 
¥ Victorian Village Preview Tour and Dinner: Victorian Village Website  

http://www.victorianvillage.org/  notes that tickets for the Preview Tour and Dinner event on 
Saturday can be purchased for $100. For more information, you can go on-line or call the 
Victorian Village Society at 614-228-2912. The dinner is on the 15th and the tour is on the 
16th.  Italian Village has 3 projects on the Victorian Village Home Tour.   

 
¥ Traffic Issues: Mike Jentes, former President of Italian Village Society, sat down with 

City Transportation Department last fall to discuss the opportunity to change Summit and 
4th Street from one-way to two-ways for each street.  The 2008 Traffic Plan Analysis will 
be of Summit and 4th Street from Downtown to Hudson (estimate).  On 8/22 at 6:30 pm 
at the Wyland Park Elementary School, the City will discuss a proposal Community 
Mobility Plan with the general public. 

 
¥ Information was distributed for Priscilla Tyson, who is running for office. 

 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MONTH IVS Meeting is September 11, 2007 
 


