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IVS Meeting Agenda 
November 13, 2007 

  
 

Welcome, IceBreaker  &  2007 Goals: 
 
Steve Hurtt, President of the Italian Village Society, welcomed all members and visitors.  
Everyone introduced themselves and noted their connection to Italian Village. 
 

¥ Increasing Membership     
¥ Neighborhood Awards 
¥ Fun, Community Events 
¥ Archive Organization 
¥ Traffic calming 
¥ Amicis expansion 
   

August Minutes Review:  

The October meeting minutes were reviewed and approved by members present.  
 
TreasurerÕs Report: 

No report available. 

IV Commission Update: 

Josh Woods from the Italian Village Commission had no updates for the Italian Village Society.  
He took questions from the group present, many of which are noted below. 
 
Sierra Club: 
 
The Sierra Club was unavailable. 
 
Sam Harachis, Code Enforcement: 

Over the past year, many people have called me on issues of code enforcement.  For example, we 
received a lot of calls about the store at the corner of 3rd and summit and its adjacent properties.  
We at Code Enforcement and our sister agencies have taken some action.  I would like to share 
the process for code enforcement inspections.  
 
Please note, the Nuisance Abatement Group (NAG) has raided a few problem properties (alcohol 
permit locations in particular) in Italian Village in the past few months.  NAG has a code 
enforcement officer that goes on all inspections with Code Enforcement. NAG’s code 
enforcement officer generally writes orders immediately to improve a property.  Local 
government officials receive copies within a few business days.  The code enforcement officer 
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reviews the situation to determine if orders were met by the homeowner.  If the orders were not 
met, then the orders are turned over to Sam Harachis.   
 
Please note, we (Code Enforcement) are not always able to comment on a particular situation 
when people call for updates.  Sometimes, we need you to be patient and understanding of the 
process to allow us time to complete the actions needed on the property.  We can let you know 
that we are working on that particular property, but often we cannot comment further. 
 
We recommend that if you have a complaint, please contact 311 to find out if any previous 
complaints have been made and what point in the formal code enforcement process the property 
is at.   If there are no complaints and you want to give your complaint, then 311 will register the 
complaint with us (Code Enforcement).  We have to respond to the City within a few business 
days.  Please remember that if you make the complaint anonymously, then we cannot respond to 
you personally.  Please leave your name if you would like a response to your complaint. 
 
Question from a member: At what point does the city complete actions for the owner (and bills 
the owner)?  Sam: There have been incidents in which the city has completed actions for the 
owner.  In the long term, the property may be demolished by the City due to neglect. 
 
Comment from a member: We sent a letter to the city because we wanted to prioritize a property 
to help focus energy on certain issues.  Sam: it is good to highlight issues, however we need to 
balance reporting problem properties with patience of the formal process.   
 
Question from a member: How does the society prevent a building from being demolished if the 
owner chooses to ignore the property?  Sam: there have been 2 properties like this in the past.  
SERT has the power to decide if a property is not safe and needs demolition. 
 
Question from a member:  Can we have more briefings (from Code Enforcement) more 
regularly? Sam: 311 have access to the best databases on local properties updates (from Code 
Enforcement).  Sam also noted that he could attend more Italian Village Commission and/or 
Society Meetings throughout the year to increase communication between Code Enforcement 
and the local Village. 
 

Report on eÐNewsletter : 

 
Please visit http://www.italianvillage.org/pictureoftheweek/index.html to view Italian Village 
pictures submitted by our neighbors and friends.  If you have a picture to share, please email 
your picture to Emily Kuhn at Emily_kuhn@hotmail.com and use the subject: IVS Picture of the 
Week.  Please also note a caption.  We try to update the website each Sunday. 
 
 
Report on IV Park progress and Amicis: 

 
Steve Hurtt noted that we have missed the planting season in the redesigned Italian Village Park.  
The City is working on defining, mulching, and prepping the flower beds for early spring 
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planting.  The City will add benches and trees to the park.  The Amicis are interested in getting 
people interested in spring planting, as they will be busy. 
 
Question from a member: What is the final cost of the Italian Village Park and any plans for 
fundraising?  Steve noted that the final cost is based on all the projects chosen.  We have options 
on fundraising, including grants.  As the park is being built over the next few years, we will have 
a better sense of funds needed and can plan more appropriately.   
 
Question from a member: Do we have any more bottles of wine to sell at the December Italian 
Village Potluck Meeting?  Steve noted that we sold our supply.  Christie noted that she would 
look into bottling more wine for the meeting to raise more funds for the Park. (At press, we have 
scheduled a bottling meeting for the first week of December.  Wine will be available for a small 
donation, much like last year.  Proceeds will go to the re-designed Italian Village Park.) 
 
Archive Organization: 
 
Angela D’Agostino, OSU Intern, brought duplicates of the IVS archive project and offered them 
to the members present.  She noted that she is on the verge of completion of the project and her 
internship.  The full archive project will be unveiled at the December IVS Potluck Meeting. 
 
Question from a member: Who will be hosting the IVS archives? Emily Kuhn suggested that we 
can follow up with a local library to host as there are over 25 binders total.  If a library hosts the 
history of the Village, then the archives will be available to those interested and forever be a part 
of Italian Village. 
 
Virginia Property Owner Ð Update: 
 
Mike Tynan, Director of Housing Services, CHN, spoke to the Italian Village Society to provide 
an update from the September Meeting: 
 

¥ We have increased the number of cleanings a week to 3. 
¥ We have increased the private Smith Security rounds and changed times of day of their 

visits.   
¥ One renter was evicted, another is currently under eviction.   
¥ We are still working on hiring a specialist. 

 
Sam Harachis: I would like to note that any time I have called CHN, they have responded 
immediately.  Steve Hurtt, Italian Village President: thanks for coming to our Meeting and 
briefing our members on the changes implemented since the September Meeting. 
 
Please note: Mike may be contacted at 957 E Broad St; Columbus, OH 43205, or by telephone at 
614-917-1004, ext 109, or email at: MTynan@CHNInc.org .  If you see any activities that you 
are concerned about, please telephone or email Mike Tynan this information.   
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Announcements: 
¥ Next month, the Italian Village Society Annual December Potluck at the Montessori 

school will occur. 
¥ The Italian Village Society will have their 2008 Board Members election: If members are 

interested in Board Positions, please contact Steve Hurtt for more information.  Everyone 
is welcome. 

¥ Friends of Goodale Park Holiday Gala: 12/5, 6-9 Harrison Park Comm. Center: $35 
located at 575 W 1st Ave. 

¥ Short North Foundation has reported that WOSU will document a number of 
neighborhoods through 2012 for television.  The Short North will be first in the series.   

 
 

NEXT MONTH IVS Meeting is December 11, 2007 
 


